Reprint requests: Michele Vitacca, MD, Via Pinidolo 23, 25064 Gussago (Brescia) Italy. In case of prolonged apnea assessed clinically, and/or oxyhemo¬ globin desaturation (Sa02<88%), maximal oxygen supplementa¬ tion was given, and ventilation was assisted manually until optimal saturation returned. At Figure 2 , since some of the procedure lasted less than an hour, in Table 2 Despite the fact that the duration ofthe procedure did not differ in the two groups, thus indicating that application of NPV was not time consuming, it may be argued that the presence of a poncho-wrap and a grid around the body of the patient may be of some concern, when direct access to the patient should be required (eg, need for cardiac massage, etc) (Fig 1) .
However, it takes no more than a few seconds to free the patients from the poncho-wrap and the grid.
No cardiovascular complications were observed in either group and arterial BP was stable during the whole procedure. 
